Pseudomonas aeruginosa extracellular toxicity in infant mice and the protective effect of antitoxin A.
The toxin A-content of crude extracellular preparations from Pseudomonas aeruginosa has been measured by ELISA. Using infant mice as test animal, the toxicity of these preparations was evaluated. The LD 50 in infant mice was determined at 80 ng of purified toxin A in saline. With ten microliters of rabbit antitoxin A serum given together with purified toxin, the LD 50 increased to 2,500 ng. Generally there was no correlation between the LD 50 of the extracellular preparations, their quantity of toxin A as measured by ELISA, and the protective effect of antitoxin A.